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Visit out website at:

http://www.taegu-un.pac.dodea.edu

    [image: image41.jpg]AR 1'. vy, g
. et -
oG T




[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]

DoDEA will make an important change to its entrance age eligibility requirement that will affect the kindergarten program for the 2009-10 School Year (See Attached Policy). The entrance eligibility birth date will be adjusted from October 31 to September 1. That means a child must be five years old by September 1 to enroll in kindergarten. The policy change aligns DoDEA with national trends as well as the age requirement in many military-impacted states.

Your child will not turn 5 years of age by September 1, 2009 and therefore; will not be eligible to enroll in the DoDEA kindergarten program.  They are however, guaranteed a position in the SY 2009/10 DDESS pre-kindergarten program.  This will allow your child to continue their individual progress, both academically and socially, in an enriched learning environment.  This will also enhance your child’s transition the following year to the kindergarten program with their same-aged peers.

Our commitment is to ensure continuous learning improvement for all our students.  I am confident that we will make this next year a successful one for your child.  If you have any concerns or questions please feel free to contact me





Mr. Keith Henson, Principal


Frequently Asked Questions 
2008 Minimum Entrance Age Change

It is the policy of the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) that a child must turn 4, 5 or 6 by September 1 of the enrolling year for entrance into pre-kindergarten, Sure Start, kindergarten and first grade respectively.

1. Why did DoDEA decide to change the entrance age birth date to September 1?

The change aligns DoDEA with national trends as well as the age requirement in many military-impacted states.  This change will assist in the transition of military family members beginning school as they PCS from location to location.

2. If my child turns five years old on 1 September 2009, will he be able to enroll in the DoDEA Kindergarten program this coming school year (2009-2010)?

Yes, he will be able to enroll in the kindergarten program.
3. My child just misses the deadline for enrollment in kindergarten by a few days. Is there a waiver of the age requirement?

No. There is no exception of the enrollment age requirement.

4. Since my child just misses the deadline for enrollment, is there a DoDEA Preschool program which my child can attend?

At DoDDS schools on overseas installations, some children turning 4 years old by September 1 could qualify for the DoDEA Sure Start Program. 

At DDESS schools, all children turning 4 years old by September 1 are eligible to enroll in the half-day Pre-kindergarten program.
5. My child will not be 5 years old by September 1 however is very bright and is ready to go to school.  Can I request a waiver to the 1 September birth date requirement?
There is no exception of the enrollment age requirement. 

6. My child has been evaluated as gifted/talented and has a birth date after September 1.  What kind of accommodations/ waivers can I request to enroll him/her into Kindergarten?

Entrance to kindergarten is based on age and not on a child's ability.  The developmentally appropriate practices within the in DoDEA kindergarten learning environments are tailored to meet the individual needs of students to ensure continuous learning progress for all.
7. My child turned 5 years old on September 15, but was eligible to attend Kindergarten in the state where we lived because the entrance cut-off birth date was after September 1.  With three weeks completed in the school year, we received orders to PCS to a location where my child will attend a DoDEA school.  Will my child be allowed to continue in Kindergarten?

Yes, a student who was enrolled in, and attended his or her prior school shall be allowed to continue enrollment at the grade level in DoDEA; commensurate with the student’s current grade level, including kindergarten, while in a school of a local educational agency in the assigned sending state, or the Non-DoD Schools Program; at the time of transition, regardless of the fact their birthday is after September 1st.  Note:  The child must have been active in the current school year, and verification of enrollment is required (transfer sheet, report card, etc).  

8. If my child is currently enrolled (SY2008-2009) in the DDESS Pre-kindergarten or DoDDS Sure Start  program as a four year old, will she be eligible to attend Kindergarten next year if the date of birth is after 1 September?

No.  All children who are currently enrolled in the DDESS Pre-kindergarten or DoDDS Sure Start programs will be guaranteed an additional year of enrollment in their current program if they do not turn 5 years old by September 1.  This continuation will allow children to transition to the kindergarten program with their same-aged peers.

9. My child will not be five years old by 1 September but has a special education Individualized Education Program for services.  Will she be able to attend school?

Special education services written on a DoDEA IEP for any child three years old and older will be provided by the school system at no cost to the parent.  The specific services may or may not include enrollment in the kindergarten classroom, depending upon the unique 
needs of the child.  Specific special education questions and/or concerns can be directed to the school principal.
10. What impact does this decision have on DoDEA schools and programs like Sure Start, Pre-kindergarten, and 1st Grade?

A child must be four years old by September 1 to attend Pre-kindergarten or Sure Start and six years old by September 1 to attend first grade.
11. My child will not be six years old by 1 September but completed Kindergarten at our previous duty station.  Will he be able to enroll in DoDEA’s 1st Grade?

Yes, a student that has satisfactorily completed the prerequisite grade level in the Local Education Agency (LEA), LEA recognized school at the assigned military location, or the Non-DoD Schools Program, shall be eligible for enrollment in the next highest grade level in DoDEA, regardless of age.

12. My child will not be 5 years old by 1 September but completed pre-kindergarten at our previous duty station.  Will she be able to enroll in DoDEA’s Kindergarten?

No, the only prerequisite for kindergarten is age.  Pre-kindergarten is not considered a prerequisite grade level for kindergarten.
School Improvement News
 
For the 2008 -2009 school year, the teachers, administrators, and students at Daegu American School have continued implementation of goals and interventions in its continuous journey for school improvement.  Throughout the year we have focused on the following two student goals that were chosen by the staff using data driven decision making:
 
Goal 1 – All students will improve their comprehension of nonfiction text in all content areas.
 
Goal 2 – All students will improve their reasoning skills to solve problems in all curricular areas.  
 
If you have any questions concerning school improvement, please contact Mr. Chad M. Casciani; School Improvement Chairperson or Mr. Keith Henson; DAS Principal.
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DAS needs your help! –

1. Parents/sponsors please call or send a note to the office, when students are out sick or missing school for whatever reason. 
2.  If parents/sponsors have a change of address, duty phone number or cell phone number or any changes, please send them to the   Office
3. PCSing?  The office needs at least a weeks notice to process records.  Students must clear the library, nurse and cafeteria.
NURSE NOTICE:

Please contact Mrs. Chandler, the school nurse, to update your child’s immunization record.  This must be done for enrollment purposes.

                                            [image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf]
[image: image18.png]



Students in Mr. Russo's 6th Grade-Homeroom 404, completed their annual Gingerbread House Service Project.  Students donated candies and other sweet items and spent a few minutes each day intricately decorating a Gingerbread House.  This will be donated to a local orphanage and use at a Christmas Party that is held each year.  Students had a great time being creative with candy, learning how to make difference in lives of kids less fortune, and using our time making the world a better place!
 

Photographed: Eugene Wittman, Lino Moreno, Alexis Vasquez,Sungyong Beck
NOODLES, NOODLES, EVERYWHERE!
Mrs. Ji Connor, Mrs. Smaw and Ms. Kimble were able to take our students to the Nong Shim Raymun Factory. It was really amazing to see how they have been able to incorporate robotics and technology into the entire production, marketing and logistical aspect of something as basic as rahmein. The company is relatively young, only forty years old, yet highly profitable and functioning on a global scale. 

It is a true example of how a large company can use just a few employees paired with advance technology and achieve high yielding results. The older students and I were impressed by the variety of foods produced there; tasks performed by robotic arms such as cataloging of stock and transport of product by unmanned train systems. This factory is a living example of how technology improves things but results in potential job loss. There were very few human employees involved in actual production. This was good for the students to see because it clearly demonstrated the trend toward completely automated manufacturing. The younger students and I were tickled by the employees dressed in all white from head to toe with only their faces visible. A few of the kids remarked that they looked like oompah loompahs!
The factory was amazingly clean. They had everyone to sanitize their hands before they entered the facility.  The staff was courteous. This would be a great experience for any of our students and covers so many areas of learning from business, computer applications, consumer sciences, math, history, health & nutrition, and Korean culture. Daegu has great kids; the bi-lingual students from as young as third grade helped to translate. They behaved in a manner that made all of us proud.

This website contains contact information in case you are interested.

http://eng.nongshim.com/eng/main.jsp

· Sure Start will not be attending school Jan. 20, 21, 22, and 27 due to mid-year home visits.

· 2nd Quarter Sure Start Parent Meeting will be on 1-14-09, 5:30-6:30 in the DAS library.

Working Together
Once again, the HS Spanish 1 classes and 1st graders from Mrs. Wilson’s and Mrs. Ratcliff’s classes collaborated on a special cultural project.  Because children from many Spanish speaking countries receive visits from the 3 Wise Men on January 6, our students wrote letters to them, asking for a special visit to Korea and their Spanish classes.  The first graders visited the 
HS classes to write those letters, then visited again to decorate their shoes to place beside the window in their classroom the night of January 5, hoping for candy.  They were pleasantly surprised the morning of January 6 to see candy had been placed in their shoes.  The water and grass they set out for the Kings and their camels was also gone.  Everyone also got a personal letter from one of the Kings.  The HS students came down to share in the festivities and help the children read their letters from the King.  It was an exciting time, and everyone learned a bit of Latino culture in the process.  

Please take the time……..to fill out the

Customer Satisfaction Survey:  Improving Schools with Your Input

November 1-Feb 28

Visit www.DODEA.EDU
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LIBRARY  NEWS

Please check your cubbie,

And under your bed;

Return to the library,

All the books that you’ve read!
 Parents, remember the Daegu American library welcomes “family check-out” services.  Just come in and be entered into our database and check out books for the family!

Daegu American School Drama/Debate Announcements:

The following students were finalists at the latest KAIAC Forensics Tournament:

Rebecca Martinez received 3rd place for Dramatic monologue

Michael Gemin & Demetrius Williams

Rebeckah Wyche & Alyse Gurak

Felix Quinata

Drama Far East Team:

Gregory Jones, Michael Gemin, Demetrius Williams, Brittney Sheppard, Rebecca Martinez, Alyse Gurak, Joy Graham, Ericka Weathers, Miranda Parker

The Drama Far East Festival will take place February 1-7.  Students will perform the following works in the team events: Icarus by Edwin Sanchez, Beloved Country by Britta Jensen, and will also perform individual solos, duos and trios.

Debate Team

Debaters: Dean Wilson & Katie Graham, Jacob Olson & Ashley Lambert will debate at SFS February 13-14 and a select group of actors will compete in the individual events on February 14.  We welcome any adults who would like to adjudicate or chaperone our next meet!



      LES MISERABLES:
Beginning February 23, DAS will begin rehearsal of an adaptation of Les Miserables.  This musical play will feature students from grades 5-12.  We are seeking male adults to play the roles of Jean Valjean, Javert  & Thenardier.  Interested adults can e-mail Ms. Jensen at britta.jensen@pac.dodea.edu.  

Performance of Les Miserables is slated for April 23-25 & April 30-May 2nd (tentative dates, dependent upon space availability).

Anyone interested in helping with costumes, musical direction, props or set is welcome to help out!  

Britta Jensen
English & Drama MS/HS
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DAS SPORTS
Baskeball & Cheerleading      @ Osan Friday 9 Jan                             @SFS Varsity ONLY Saturday 10 Jan

                                                @ TCIS Wednesday 14 Jan                    

                                                Home Wednesday 21 Jan TCIS

                                                Home, Thursday 22 Jan Osan (4 games)
                                                @ SAHS Friday 30 Jan                          @ YISS Saturday 31 Jan

                        

Wrestling                                  9-10 Jan  SAHS match

                                                17-18 Jan Hosting Dodge Ball Tournament in DAS Gym

                                                23-25 Jan Traveling to EJ King HS for tournament on 24 Jan

                                                30-31 Jan Traveling to SAHS for match on Saturday 31 Jan

HS Exam Schedule for 1st Semester-2009
Friday, 16 January

Period 5/7 Review

0800-0840 – 0845-0925

Period 5 Exam


0930-1055

Period 8


1100-1225

Lunch



1225-1300

Period 7 Exam


1305-1430

Monday, 19 January
Holiday – No School

Tuesday, 20 January

Period 1/3 Review

0800-0840 – 0845-0925

Period 1 Exam


0930-1055

Period 8


1100-1225

Lunch



1225-1300

Period 3 Exam


1305-1430

Wednesday, 21 January

Period 6/4 Review

0800-0840 – 0845-0925

Period 6 Exam


0930-1055

Period 8


1100-1225

Lunch



1225-1300

Period 4 Exam


1305-1430

Thursday, 22 January

Period 2 Review

0800-0840

Period 8


0845-0925

Period 2 Exam


0930-1100

Dismissal


1105  for MS/HS only

Friday, 23 January

Teacher Workday – No School for Students

Monday, 26 January

Grades Due
0800

Teacher InService—No School Students SS-12

MS teachers:  continue to follow lunch 11:50 to 12:25 each day.

Elementary classes will follow regular schedule, including specials 16 – 22 January.
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In conjunction with Daegu American School’s “Good Neighbor” program with Geochang, DAS will host a Home Stay Exchange Program Feb 2,3 and 4th with 20 Geochang 5-7th graders staying with local host families.

The tentative schedule is as follows:


Feb 2, 1000
Arrival of Geochang students/school activities

1430 Students leave with host families

Feb 3, 0755
Regular school session

1430 Students leave with host families

Feb 4, 0755
Arrival at school- 5th & 6th grade Fieldtrip

    Depart DAS-Geochang Museum & Snow Slide with

    DAS and Geochang students

1420 DAS students arrive at school

The hosts are asked to volunteer their homes for two nights and share American culture with the students.  Although English ability may very, the Geochang students are excited to have this opportunity to visit our DAS community and school.  We need at least 15 host families for this upcoming event.  Please contact Mr. Keith Henson or Mrs. Nancy Magoon if you are willing to participate.

Nancy Magoon, 768-9506, nancy.magoon@pac.dodea.edu
DAS Office, 768-9501

Please note that twenty of our secondary school students will be participating in the USAG Annual Daegu English Camp on Jan 15 and 16.  This activity is sponsored by the Command and is fully supported by our school.  High school students will engage in English workshops in the local community along with members of the command.
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Multiage Performs “The Hat”
Our Multiage 1/2/3 worked on a Reader’s Theater during the month of December.  They worked hard to memorize lines and improve their fluency during reading.  We studied many of Jan Brett’s books and performed the reader’s theater for kindergarten students just before the break.

The Class of 2011 would like to invite you to the 1st Annual Mr./Ms. DAS Pet Beauty Pageant to be held Friday, February 27. We’d also like to invite you to enter your pet. I know quite a few of you have little darlings at home who would love to take home the tiara and sash (but you can’t wear it!) proclaiming them to be the fairest of Daegu Land. There will be prizes awarded in the small, medium, and large breed categories. The competition areas will be costume, non-costume, and talent (even if your pet’s only talent is to sit and look cute). All pet entries are welcome. We just ask that it be a real animal and safe to be around children/adults. Please enter your pet by February 1; the fee is $20.00. All pets from our military community are welcome, so please spread the word! 
 
Even if you’re not going to enter a pet, please come for the fun. We’ll be serving a dinner at 6:30 and the pageant starts at 7 PM in the DAS Gym/MPR. 
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School Improvement Goals


Goal 1: All students will improve their comprehension of nonfiction text in all content areas.   





Goal 2: All students will improve their reasoning skills to solve problems in all curricular areas





Mission Statement





The mission of Daegu American School community is to empower students to be literate, critical thinkers with the academic and technical skills necessary to succeed in a changing world.




















Principal’s Message January, 2009


Greetings USAG Daegu community!


Happy 2009!  We at DAS hope you all had an enjoyable time with family and friends over the holidays and if you have loved ones not with you, we hope you are soon reunited! Let me begin this month’s message by saying I feel we have had an excellent year so far. I truly believe our teachers are dedicated to making your students successful. I see it everywhere in our school. Our teacher’s primary mission is to ensure that DoDEA standards for each grade level and each subject are being not only “taught” but “mastered”. Not all students achieve mastery at the same time but it is our intention to keep working until your child accomplishes this goal. But, as many of you know, our teachers (and you) become involved in so many projects and activities aimed at improving the quality of life- from sports to drama, to fundraising, leadership conferences, after school academic clubs, dances, musical performances, to name just a few. As we enter into 2009 be assured that it will always be our mission to keep improving in our ability to care for the academic, social, and emotional needs of your children and young adults. And, as always, we could never provide the quality of life we do without your ongoing support- thank you for all you do and let’s keep doing it in 2009!


 


A couple of important business topics… Please be advised that an important new change in the admission age of early childhood children (Sure Start, pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and first grade) will be in effect for school year 2009-2010. The general age requirements for entry are:


Sure Start and Pre-Kindergarten: a child must be 4 years of age by September 1 to attend.


 


Kindergarten: a child must be 5 years of age by September 1 to attend.


 


First Grade: a child must be 6 years of age by September 1 to attend.


 


Note: the previous date to make the age required was October 31.


 


There are some exceptions to this policy so please visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.taegu-un.pac.dodea.edu/" \o "http://www.taegu-un.pac.dodea.edu/" �www.taegu-un.pac.dodea.edu/�    We will have a PowerPoint slide presentation and a list of frequently asked questions. We will also be posting this information to you through email and a variety of other sources. And, of, course contact me or my staff personally to clarify any questions you may have.


 


Finally I’d like to update you on some recent leadership changes in the Korea District. Our current superintendent Mr. Sam Menitti will be retiring this year. Mr. Menitti has been receiving treatment in the states for a medical condition for the last few months and he will need to remain stateside to complete his treatment. We are all very appreciative of the outstanding contributions Mr. Menitti made to us during his tenure- his leadership has left us with many contributions resulting in a better delivery of education and programs for our students. We will miss him but wish him speedy recovery and a challenging and exciting career after retirement! Our interim superintendent is Mr. Doug Kelsey who was detailed to us from headquarters. Mr. Kelsey is an experienced superintendent (including 4 years previously in the Korea District). We also have our assistant superintendent Mr. Peter Grenier in place and I can assure you we are in good hands with regard to leadership in the Korea District.


Again- I wish you all only the best in 2009- see you soon!


Keith Henson


Principal
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What’s Up!


Please remember to sign in at the main office before proceeding to the classrooms.





Please sign your students out/in for appointments, please!





January Events:


Jan 14-


Booster Club @ Henry’s Place-1800 hr.


Family Literacy Nigh at the Library


Jan 16-Semester Exams begin


Jan 17-18-Wrestling/Dodge Ball Tournament


Jan 19-MLK Holiday, NO SCHOOL


Jan 22-


½ Day for MS/HS


PTO Event-High School Bowling, 1600-1800


Jan 23-NO SCHOOL, Teacher Workday


Jan 24-SAT & Subject Tests, 0700


Jan 26-NO SCHOOL, Teacher In Service, Beginning of 3rd Quarter


Feb 13-PTO Valentine dance, 1500-1700


Feb 16-Presidents Day, NO SCHOOL


Feb 27-Pet Beauty Contest
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